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WEEK ENDING 27TH MARCH 2020 
 

PHONE: (03) 9240 4720 

   MICRON INDICES COMPARISON    Source AWEX Wooltrak 
 

AWEX 
INDICATOR 

This Week 
27/03/20 

Last Week 
20/03/20 

 
Change 

Last Year 
29/03/19 

Yearly  
Change 

17 1868 1848 +20 2447 -579 

18 1763 1757 +6 2359 -596 

19 1671 1662 +9 2296 -625 

20 1623 1647 -24 2274 -651 

21 1621 1645 -24 2263 -642 

22 1620 1643 -23 2253 -633 

23 NQ NQ 0 NQ 0 

24 NQ NQ 0 NQ 0 

25 NQ NQ 0 1600 0 

26 1081 1095 -14 1433 -352 

28 868 870 -2 1178 -310 

30 680 688 -8 945 -265 

32 409 421 -12 628 -219 

MC 1021 1001 +20 1109 -88 
 

The wool market had a positive week under continually changing economic and global climate. The EMI added only 
4 cents to close at 1442 cents with some upward movement in the finer types balanced by falls in the medium and 
broad categories. The originally rostered offering of 50,000 bales was reduced to 42,934 bales as significant 
quantities were withdrawn prior to sale. Hardly a surprising outcome given the weaker market last week. The 
reasonable market conditions saw 86% of the final offering sold to the trade as a little more confidence returned to 
the market. In the merino fleece section, the finer indicators all finished in positive territory for the week. The medium 
types struggled and lost around 30 cents. Across all micron ranges any lot with a yield result lower than 55% were 
severely discounted as buyers found it hard to average these lots through their purchases. Merino skirtings also had 
a reasonable week, although competition was focused on the “straight” lots. Again, lots showing faults like heavy 
VM, cott or jowl were discounted. After a good performance last week, very few crossbred clips were withdrawn from 
sale. Crossbreds formed nearly a quarter of the offering in the Eastern states and prices remained generally 
unchanged, especially for the better types. However, any off type lots were discounted, especially heavy coloured 
lines and those with cott. Cardings remained generally unchanged. 
 
As Australia moves to greater levels of “lockdown” everyone in the wool industry is concerned about how we will 
move forward. At this stage agriculture is deemed essential and wool auctions can continue. Changes have been 
made at wool sales to ensure social distancing is maintained. The sale rooms have been relocated to larger more 
open spaces (in Melbourne – the canteen and the show floor). Only exporters directly involved in the sale and 
auctioneering staff can attend wool sales. Growers have been told to stay at home. An extra sale has been added to 
the roster in the week after Easter to ensure we get as much wool sold as possible before sales may be suspended. 
We have very strong support from all industry bodies and the government to continue trading wool.  
 
Next week, 46,000 bales are on offer nationally. Under the current circumstances, another week with prices remaining 
unchanged will be a great outcome.  

FORWARD PRICES (Supplied by Riemann’s) 27/03/2020 

 18.0 19 19.5 21 28 30 

AUCTION 1763 1671 1628 1621 868 680 

Apr-20  

Jun-20 NO FORWARD 

Aug-20 PRICES AVAILABLE 

Oct-20  

Dec-20  

Feb-21  
 

   MAJOR AUCTION BUYERS (Bales) 

1 Techwool Trading 7,463 2 Tianyu Wool 4,103 3 Endeavour Wool 4,010 

4 Fox & Lillie 3,257 5 Aust Merino Exp 2,913 6 Kathaytex   2,096 

7 Seatech Ind. 1,782 8 P.J. Morris 1,694 9 Pelican Aust 1,322 
 

Market Indicators compared with 13/03/20 Three Week Forecast 

EASTERN  1442¢/kg ▲4 Week 40 30/03/20 45,810 
SOUTHERN   1416¢/kg ▼2 Week 41 06/04/20 40,432 
                      Week 42 13/04/20 not avail yet 

 


